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Storm and God’s Plan

“So keep up your courage, men, for | have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.
Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island."” (Acts 27:25-26).

In the first 10 verses of the main text, Paul warned that this voyage would be dangerous to life and
damage to property. But, contrary to his usual manner, he did not actively argue with those concerned
who did not take seriously the warnings of foreseeable hardships. And as he had predicted, he preached
the word of God even in a hopeless situation caused by strong winds and storms, letting them know that
there was hope for them. Why did he take this attitude?

Gathering storm and gale

She set sail cautiously toward Crete. Just in case, she controlled her speed by dragging the anchor to the
bottom of the sea, then hoisting the anchor and increasing her speed when a tailwind led to it. However, a
gale soon set in, making it impossible to artificially control her boat's speed, and they had no choice but to
let it go. As Cauda barely avoided and passed the small island, their emergency evacuation tower was
tightly attached to her main ship to prevent it from colliding with each other and being damaged. They
took every expedient to lower the weight of their boat and discard luggage, utensils, etc., to avoid tripping
on the sandbar, but they sensed that she could not get out of the storm and to her helplessness.

Lessons about mistakes

Paul addressed the passengers, sailors, ship owner, captain, and centurion who were exhausted from
hunger due to severe motion sickness and lack of food. Paul rebuked them that if you had not listened to
me and left Crete, you would have been spared this blow and damage. Because we cannot accurately
predict the future, we can make unwanted mistakes. However, there must be an evaluation of mistakes.
Ex post evaluation will prevent the following mistakes to some extent.

Delivering God's Plan in the midst of a storm

As mentioned earlier, Paul delivers a message of hope, leaving behind the difficulties of previous bad
decisions. All men would not lose their lives, he said, but the ship would be wrecked. Although the
pursuit of profit, which they aimed at, was in vain, he told them to be relieved that there would be no
harm to their lives. Because what he said was God's will, it was certain, and everyone believed that it
would come true. As evidence, he said that everyone on the ship would drift to an island.

Think about

Paul's life is in God's hands. God's plans and intentions are steadfast. Neither Jew nor Gentile nor the
power of the unbridled sea can hinder the path of the messenger established by the risen Lord. In addition,
the people who rode the boat with the messenger will inevitably experience God's work, accomplished
through the servant. According to God's plan and intention, they drift on an island. The life of a Christian
is similar to that of Paul. God's will and plan will be fulfilled through us, and those around us will also
participate as witnesses in the amazing process. Our lives are in God's hands. God's plans and intentions
through us are clearly fulfilled.

Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living.
Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. (1 Thessalonians 4:1)



